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anxiety by the appearance of a new decree from Ravenna, in which Honorius suddenly attains a commanding height of humanity and toleration. He directs that in future ' no one shall embrace the worship of the Christian religion except by his own free will,' and rescinds his oppressive decrees against the Donatists. The writer of the article on Donatism in the Dictionary of Chrhlsan A'/'w-gra-phy notes that political considerations influenced the decision, but claims that it wan dictated * partly by the kindliness of heart ' of the emperor.1 Ome more the spirit of the Donatists revived in Africa, and the hateful, struggle was renewed about die altars of the Prince of Peace. In June 4 u* the bishops met at Carthage, and sent four delegates to Ravenna to renew their complaints. The answer came swift and sharp. The ( kindliness * of Honorius has had a brief reign. In September he sends the following decree to I lenidiun, now supreme in Africa : * The decree which the followers of heretical superstition had obtained to
1 The emperor who—so ^osiimiH say* when lultl in 4 » tJui < ,i was all up with Koine,'1 anxiously inquired \vlirtliri tlu'v wr,utt hr> favourite hen of that name, ;uul w;is greatly ivlirvrd «liru hr hr^j,! that it was only the dty of .Rome that had fallen. Kut ,t dt.urr ^JMH • men of the literary art of lempering jiiHtiiv \vith innry, whit h U e,, admirably cultivated by the ecclesiastical writer, I would m .miiii<n.i the above article (and a few others) in the said l)hti:>n.it'\\